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Chancellor, it is my privilege to present Professor Lesley Yellowlees for 

the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Science. 

 

Professor Yellowlees is Vice-Principal and Head of the College of 

Science and Engineering at the University of Edinburgh, and Professor 

of Inorganic Electrochemistry. She is an expert in 

spectroelectrochemistry techniques, having developed a distinctive and 

world-renowned body of research in this area. In this work she has 

mapped compounds that can be used in solar energy cells. In addition, 

her techniques have been adopted by other scientists across the world 

for many different purposes - from the development of drugs that fight 

cancer to the extraction of precious metals from waste. 

 

Professor Yellowlees was born in London. When she was nine her 

family moved to Edinburgh. She enjoyed sciences at school, but when 

the time came to make her University applications she faced a dilemma: 



which science to choose? Chemical Physics proved the attractive option 

because it allowed her to pursue her interests in both Chemistry and 

Physics.  

 

For most of her career Professor Yellowlees has worked in Scotland, 

apart from a short period when she worked at the University of 

Queensland in Brisbane, Australia. She is well-known for her 

contributions to the wider community in Chemistry – both as a Past 

President of the Royal Society of Chemistry and as a strong advocate 

for women in science and engineering.  

 

Her career is one of pioneering firsts. She was awarded a first class 

degree in Chemical Physics from the University of Edinburgh in 1975 

(and happened to be the only female student in her year group). She 

was the first ever female Head of Chemistry at Edinburgh and the first 

ever female Vice Principal of Science and Engineering at Edinburgh. 

She was also the first ever female President of the Royal Society of 

Chemistry: it took 171 years for such an appointment to be made. And 

she was one of the first in 2005 to champion the Athena SWAN Charter, 

set up to encourage and recognise commitment to advancing the 

careers of women in science, technology, engineering, maths and 



medicine, and employment in higher education and research. Finally, I 

believe that she is the only chemist who has ever worn a red taffeta ball 

gown in the lab. 

 

The School of Chemistry at Edinburgh is also the first academic 

department in Scotland to hold an Athena SWAN gold award. This has 

much to do with the foundations for supporting the careers of women 

that Professor Yellowlees put down a decade ago when leading the 

School as its Head.  

 

I would love to say that she is here to be awarded her first honorary 

doctorate. However, this is actually her second. 

 

Professor Yellowlees’ achievements have been also been recognised in 

a number of fellowships: from the Royal Society of Chemistry, the 

Institute of Physics, and the Royal Society of Edinburgh.  

 

She holds an MBE for her services to science and was awarded the 

CBE in the 2014 New Year’s Honours for services to Chemistry. 



 

Professor Yellowlees has stated publicly in the past that the best day of 

the academic year is Graduation Day. She loves seeing everyone - 

including the parents, family members and friends proudly supporting 

the smart new graduates (in their new shoes) – all gathered together for 

formal recognition of their academic achievements. Today we are 

delighted that we are to be able to celebrate the work of Professor 

Yellowlees alongside that of our own Edinburgh Napier graduates.  

 

Chancellor, in recognition of her major contribution to Chemistry and her 

pioneering work to promote women in science, I invite you to confer on 

Professor Lesley Yellowlees the Honorary Degree of Doctor of Science. 

 

 


